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How to receive a credit for a course in biophysics? 
 

Students are requested to fulfill the following conditions: 
 
- attend all 5 practical classes, submit reports accepted by the 

tutors, and score a total of at least 15 points,  
- attend all the seminars,  
- pass the final test which covers lectures, seminars and 

practical classes.  
 
During each laboratory session one can earn maximum 5 points. 
This makes a total of 25 points for 5 practical classes to earn. Prior 
to each laboratory session, with the exception of the first one, 
students should read and understand the relevant instruction to the 
experiment. During laboratory session students are asked 3-4 
questions (in written or oral form, depending on the teacher) to test 
their knowledge concerning the experiment. The answers to these 
questions can be assessed for maximum 2 points. The laboratory 
report can be assessed for maximum 3 points.  

Students should submit their laboratory reports for 
assessment at the end of each session. The reports may be 
submitted at the beginning of the next lab only in cases accepted 
by the teacher 
  Then the report serves as a pass to the lab. Students who do 
not deliver the report will not be allowed to attend next laboratory 
classes. 

A student who attends laboratory classes should put his/her 
signature in the attendance list. If there is no list ask your teacher 
for it. Lack of signature is treated as an absence.  

The laboratory report should be signed by the author (full 
name) and should contain the following parts:  
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1) Title  
2) Short introduction and the aim of the experiment 
3) Methods  
4) Results 
5) Conclusions 
 

The scheme of a report can be modified according to 
suggestions of the teachers. All figures in the report should be 
prepared carefully (figures on millimeter paper are preferred). A 
tutor can refuse to accept a report when the text is unreadable or 
the report is prepared careless (e.g. dirty or crumpled paper etc.). 
In such a situation the report is considered as undelivered.  

Students should bring their own paper (A4)/ millimeter paper, 
calculators, pens, pencils, rulers and rubbers. 

Students’ individual work is assessed in the course. Although 
the results obtained by people working in one group are obviously 
the same, the other parts of the report should be prepared 
individually. It is not accepted to copy other students’ reports. If 
there are serious mistakes in the submitted report, the teacher can 
give it back to the student for corrections. 

In order to participate in the final test a student has to submit 
5 accepted reports and collect at least 15 points during laboratory 
sessions. A student should also participate in all of the seminars.  

The final test covering all the material from seminars and 
practical classes will be held in May. The detailed date will be 
announced later. To pass the test students are requested to 
answer correctly at least 60% of all questions. Students who fail 
the test are allowed to retake it. The date of the retake will be 
announced later. There are two (and only two!) chances to retake 
the final test. 

During the practical classes students work in groups. Before 
the first laboratory session students should check which group 
they belong to and what the sequence of experiments of this group 
is. If the sequence is changed this fact will be announced on the 
board at the entrance to Department of Biophysics and Human 
Physiology. Students belong to particular groups according to  the 
division provided by the Dean’s Office. Students can change their 
groups only at the beginning of the course in justified cases (it is 
not a matter of free choice).  
 
 
Attention: Smoking, eating and drinking in the laboratories is 
prohibited. 
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Suggested Literature: 
 
1. Daviodovits P.: Physics in Biology and Medicine (3rd ed.), 

Harcourt Academic Press, An Imprint of Elsevier, 2008 
 

2. Herman I.P.: Physics of the Human Body, Springer, Berlin-
Heidelberg-New York, 2007 
 

3. Ronto G., Tarjan I. (Eds.): An Introduction to Biophysics with 
Medical Orientation, (3rd ed.), Akadémiai Publishing Company, 
Budapest, 1999 
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Supplementary Literature: 
 

1. R.Glaser, Biophysics, Springer-Verlag 2005 
 

2. Hobbie R.K., Roth B.J.: Intermediate Physics for Medicine & 
Biology (4-th ed.), Springer, 2007 
 

3. Malmivuo J., Plonsey R.: Bioelectromagnetism, - Principles and 
Applications of Bioelectric and Biomagnetic Fields. New York, 
Oxford University Press, 1995. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The teacher may also suggest reading a text in a specialist 
periodical on the topic of the experiment
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Information about the final test: 
 

 

The final test lasts for 90 minutes and contains 50-60 
multiple-choice questions (items). There are four answers 
(options) to each question as in the example below: 
 

Mass-energy equivalence is described by the equation: 

  

a) E = mc b) E = m/c  c) E = m2c  d) E = mc2 

 
There is only one correct answer to each question. To 
pass the test students are requested to answer correctly 
at least 60% of the questions. 
 

 

Rules: 
 

- mobile phones, iPods and any other devices for data 
transmission are strictly prohibited, 

- one may not use personal notes or any other materials 
during the test, 

- before the test all personal belongings should be left 
near the teacher’s desk, 

- during the test talking to other students is forbidden, 
- one may use only their own calculator, 
- if one has a question during the test they should raise 

their hand and wait in silence until an invigilator is 
available to answer their query. 

 

 
 The results will be available the following day at 12 
o’clock in the Department of Biophysics and Human 
Physiology.  
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Solving Problems 

 
 
1) A student was absent once or twice.  

 
During the next meeting a student should fix, with one of the 
teachers, the exact date and time and carry out the lacking 
experiment (or participate in the seminar) with another group.  
 
Important! – we do not organize any additional classes. A 
student can choose only one of the experiments/seminars 
listed in “Lab Schedule” posted up on the ED board near to 
the entrance to the Dept. of Biophysics and Human 
Physiology 

 
2) A student was absent 3 times (or more) or did not collect 15 

points. 
 
We cannot help.  

 
3) A student did not pass the final test as well as two retakes of 

the test. 
 

We cannot help. We do not organize any additional tests in 
May, June or in September during a retake session. 
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Department of 
Biophysics and 
Human 
Physiology 

Address:     Zakład Biofizyki i Fizjologii Człowieka, 
ul. Chałubińskiego 5, 02-004 Warszawa (4th floor) 

Requests: 
- Use the cloakroom, please. We do not have enough stands in our Department. There are 
two cloakrooms on the ground floor. The first one is located at the entrance on  Chałubińskiego 
Street. The second one (the bigger one) is located at the entrance on Nowogrodzka Street. 
- Do not use the lift yourself. It is old and cannot be operated from outside. It is designed for 
patients and staff of the hospital only. 
 

 

 

 


